[PLIINKITT n\r nmmm \u\f\uu
WILLIAM L. RIORDON -

ALV

Honest Graft and Dishonest Graft

Everysooy is talkin’ these days about Tammany men
growin’ rich on graft, but nobody thinks of drawin’ the
distinction between honest graft and dishonest graft.
There's all the difference in the world between the two.
Yes, many. of our men have grown rich in politias. I have
myself. I've made a big fortune out of the game, and
I'm gettin’ richer every day, but I've not gone in for
dishonest graft—blackmailin® gamblers, saloonkeepers,
disorderly people, etc.—and neither has any of the men
who have made big fortunes in politios.

There’s an honest graft, and I'm an example of how
ht works. 1 might sum up the whole thing by sayin’: “I
scen my opportunities and I took ‘em

Just let me explain by examples. My party's in power
in the city, and it's goin® to undertake a lot of public
improvements. Well, I'm tipped off, say, that they're
going to lay out a new park at a certain place.

I see my opportunity and I ke it. I go to that place
and I buy up all the land I can in the neighborhood.
Then the board of this or that makes its plan public,
and there is a rush to get my land which nobody cared
particular for before.

Ain’t it perfectly honest 10 thargc a good price and
make a profit on my investment and foresight? Of course,
it is. Well, that's honest graft.
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Or supposin’ it's a new bridge they're goin’ to build.
I get tipped off and 1 buy as much property as 1 can
that has 10 be taken for approaches. 1 scil at my own

rice later on and drop some more money in the bank.

Wouldn't you? Its just like lookin' ahead in Wall
Street or in the coffee or cotton market. It's honest grafy,
and I'm lookin’ for it every day in the year. 1 will tell
you frankly that I've got a good lot of it, too.

I'l tell you of one case. They were goin® to fix up
a big park, no matter where. 1 got on to it, and went
Jookin’ about for land in that neighborhood.

I could get nothin® at a bargain but a big piece of
" swamp, but I took it fast enough and held on to it. What
eurned out was just what I counted on. They couldn’t
make the park complete without Plunkitt's swamp, and
they had 10 pay a good price for it. Anything dishonest
in thaw? '

Up in the watershed 1 made some money, t0o. 1 bought
up several bits of land there some yeans ago and made
a pretty good guess that they would be bought up for
water purposes later by the city.

Somchow, 1 always guessed about right, and shouldn’t
I enjoy the profit of my foresight? It was rather amusin’
when the condemnation commissioners came along and
found piece after piece of the land in the name of George
Plunkitt of the Fifteenth Assembly District, New York
City. They wondered how 1 knew just what to buy. The
answer ls—1 seen my opportunity and I took it. I haven’t
confined myself to land; anything that pays is in my line.

For instance, the city is repavin’ a strect and has sev-
eral hundred thousand old granite blocks to sell. 1 am
on hand o buy, and I know just what they are worth,

How? Never mind that. 1 had a sort of monopoly of
this business for a while, but once a newspaper tried to
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do me. It got some outside men to
come

Brooklyn and New Jersey to bid against me. over from

Wu'l done? Not much. 1 went to each of the men
and l:ld: “How many of these 250,000 stones do you
want?” One said 20,000, and another wanted 15,000, and
:)hlle\c; O:;ntc: lu:iooo 1 said: “All right, let me bid for

an ive each of

e o, gt you all you want fox
) ‘They agreed, of course. Then the auctioneer yelled:
How much am I bid for these 250,000 fine pav
stones?”

“Two dollars and fifty cents,” says L

*“Two dollars and fifty centsl” screamed the auctioneer
“Oll;. t:m’o a jokel Give me a real bid.” .

e found the bid was real enough. My riva
lilem'. I got the lot for $2.50 and gas::‘ thex,n theil: :l::.e.d
That's how the attempt to do Plunkitt ended, and that’s
bow all such attempts end.

I've told you how 1 got rich by honest t
let me tell you that most polidclal:lys who ms:::us:lo:f'
robbin’ the city get rich the same way.

They didn't steal a dollar from the city treasury. They
just seen their opportunities and took them. That is why,
when a reform administration comes in end spends a.
half million dollars in tyin' to find the public robberies
they talked about in the campaign, they don't find them. |

The books are always all right. The money in the ciey
treasury s all right. Everything is all righe. All they can
show Is that the Tammany heads of departments looked
after their friends, within the law, and gave them what
opportunities they could to make honest graf. Now,
let me tell you that's never goin’ to hurt Tammany with
the people. Every good man looks after his friends, and
any man who doesn’t isn't likely to be popular. If I have
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- & good thing to hand out in private life, 1 give it to a
friend. Why shouldn’t 1 do the same in public life?

Another kind of honest graft. Tammany has raised a
geod many salaries. There was an awiul howl by the
reformers, but don’t you know that Tammany gains ten
. votes for every one it Jost by salary raisin’?

. “The Wall Sucet banker thinks it shameful to raise a
department clerk’s salary from $1500 to $1800 a year,
but every man who draws a salary himeelf says: ““That's
all right. I wish it was me.” And he feels very much like
votin’ the Tammany ticket on election day, just out of

thy. v

',"ll"?mnrnny was beat in 1901 because the peqple were
deceived into believin’ that it worked dishonest graft.
“They didn't draw a distinction between dishonest and
honest graft, but they saw that some Tammany men grew
rich, and supposed they had been robbin’ the city treas
ury or levyin' blackmail on disorderly houses, or workin’
in with the gamblers and lawbreakers.

As a matter of policy, If nothing else, why should the
‘Tamnmany leaders go into such dirty business, when there
is 90 much honest graft lyin’ around when they are in
power? Did you ever consider that?

Now, in conclusion, 1 want to say that I don’t own a
dishonest dollar. 1f my worst enemy was given the job
of writin' my epitaph when I'm gone, he couldn’t do

more than write:
“George W. Plunkitt. He Seen His Opportunities, and

R He Took 'Em.”
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The Curse of Civil Service Reform
N

'hmdvll-crvlalawhthebiggutfnudollbeage.
the curse of the nation. There can’t be no real
otism while it lasts. How are you goin’ 10 interest
our young men In their country if you have no offices
to give them when they work for their party? Just look
ltdnnplnthhdtyloday.'lhm-ntenlhouundgood
offices, but we can’t get at more than a few hundred of
them. How are we goin’ to provide for the thousands of
men who worked for the Tammany ticket? It can't be
done. These men were full of patriotism a short time
8g0. They expected to be servin’ their dty, but when
we tell them that we can't place them, do you think their
patriotism is goin’ to last? Not much. They say: “What's
the wse of workin' for your country anyhow? There's

‘nothin’ in the game.” And what can they do? 1 don’t

know, but I'll tell you what I do know. I know more
than one young man in past years who worked for the
ticket and was just overflowin’ with patriotism, but when
he was knocked out by the dvil service humbug he got
to hate his country and became an Anarchist.

This ain't no exaggeration. I have good reason for
sayin’ that most of the Anarchists in this city today are
men who ran up against civil service examinations. Isnt
it enough to make a man sour on his country when he

m
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wants to serve it and won't be allowed unless he answers
a lot of fool questions about the number of cubic inches
of water in the Atlantic and the quality of sand in the
Sehara desert? There was once a bright young man in
my district who tackled one of these examinations. The
pext 1 heard of him he had settled down in Herr Most's
saloon smokin’ and drinkin’ beer and talkin’ socialism
all day. Before that time he had never drank anything
but whisky. 1 knew what was comin’ when a young Irish-
man’ drops whisky and takes o beer and long pipes in
a German saloon. That young man is today one of the
wildest Anarchists in town. And just to think! He might
be a patriot but for that cussed civil service.

Say, did you hear about that Civil Service Relorm As-
sociation kickin' because the tax commissioners want
to put their fifty-five deputies on the exempt list, and
fire the outfit left to them by Low? That's civil service
for you. Just thinkl Fifty-five Republicans and mug:
wumps holdin’ $3000 and $4000 and $5000 jobs in the tax
department when 1555 good Tammany men arc ready
and willin' to take their placesl It's an outragel What
did the people mean when they voted for Tammany?
What is representative government, anyhow? s it all &
fake that this is a government of the people, by the
people and for the people? If it isn’t a fake, then why
isn"t the people’s voice obeyed and Tammany men put
in all the offices?

When the people elected Tammany, they knew just
what they were doin’. We didn’t put up any false pre-
tenses. We didn't go in for humbug civil service and all
that ror. We stood as we have always stood, for reward-
{n® the men that won the victory. They call that the spoils
system. All right; Tammany is for the spoils system, and
when we go in we fire every antiTammany man from
office that can be fired under the law. It's an elastic sort

)
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of law and you can bet it will be stret imi
Of course the Republican State Civil Scchr:?cemng‘:n;"::;
stand in the way of our local Civil Service Commission
all if can; but sayl—-suppose we arry the State sometime
won't we fire the upstate Board all right? Or we'll mnk;:
it work in harmony with the local board, and that means
:::n Tfmmn?y will get everything in sight. I know that
: e ;ivnl service humbug is stuck into the constitution,
.o':. on;ti;i a:';l‘dl:;.&mpbell said: “What's the constitutid

Say, the people’s volce is smothered b
service law; it ls the root of all evil in L?::v:ndmf;f
YOlf hear of this thing or that thing goin’ wrong in the
nation, the State or the city. Look down beneath the
surface and you can trace everything wrong to civil serv-
::vi 1 have studied the subject and 1 know. The divil
: h.: .l;u.mbng is undenn.inin' our institutions and if

ain’t called soon this great republic will tumble
3:':1 ::le 8 Park Avenue house when they were buildin’
rov :I mw;y‘.. and oo its ruins will rise another Russian

This is an awful serious proposition. Free silver an
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::eﬂmu.n: and hl:npcnnlim and the Panama Canal are
it ues :‘ n compared to it. We could worry along
iy any of these things, but civil service is sappin’
: oundation of the whole shootin® match. Let me argue
t out for you. I ain't up on sillygisms, but I can give
you some arguments that nobody can answer.

:".ir.u. this great and glorious country was built up by
political parties; second, parties can't hold together it
it:u:ir workers don't get the offices when they win; third,

the parties go to pieces, the government they built up
must go to pieces, too; fourth, then there’ll be h——
to pay.

Could anything be clearer than that? Say, honest now;



